
                                               

FOR MORE EXCITING DETAILS SCROLL DOWN 



Cowboy True Thursday 

Thursday, March 29, 2012   

LIVE AT THE KEMP 

Mike Blakely In Concert 

Great Hall, Kemp Center for the Arts 
Doors Open at 7:30 pm * Concert at 8:00 pm 

Tickets available at Kemp Center for the Arts - 1300 Lamar St., 940-767-2787 
Admission: $20.00 per person 

 
Kicking off Cowboy True at The Kemp Center will be singer-songwriter 

Mike Blakely -  a great way to start a cowboy weekend.   

 Mike Blakely gives life to words - both in songs and in books.   

Growing up in Wharton County (TX), he learned his cowboy ways by 

helping his dad tend his cattle and, at an early age, also learned to 

play the guitar from his dad.   As a boy, he would often jump out of 

bed at niƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ Řƻǿƴ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩŘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ them ς and 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ ŘƛŘΦ Iƛǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ¢ŜȄ!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴŀ music is like 

home for Mike because he loves his life on his ranch on Lake 

Buchanan, hunting and fishing, and this is reflected in his music.  In his 

ƴŜǿ ŀƭōǳƳ άIƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ {ŜǊŜƴŀŘŜέ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ άLŦ [ƻǾŜ ²ŀǎ ŀ tŀǿƴ {ƘƻǇέΣ /ƻƳƛƴƎ IƻƳŜ ǘƻ 

¸ƻǳέ ŀƴŘ άIƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ {ŜǊŜƴŀŘŜέΦ  ¸ƻǳ can also read his latest ōƻƻƪ ά! ¢ŀƭŜ hǳǘ ƻŦ [ǳŎƪέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ Ŏƻ-

written with Willie Nelson.  This talented writer will perform in the Great Hall of the Kemp Center for the 

Arts; you will find the serenity of the range in the music of Mike Blakely.  http://www.mikeblakely.com/ 

 

This is a smoke free environment. 

PayPal Available @ http://www.kempcenter.org/specialevents.php 

 

http://www.mikeblakely.com/
http://www.kempcenter.org/specialevents.php


Cowboy True Friday 

Live at The Kemp at The Forum 

2120 Speedway 

Friday, March 30, 2012 ς 6:00 pm 

 ά!b 9±9bLbD ²L¢I ²L[[ whD9w{έ  

Admission: $50.00 per person/Combination Friday & Saturday Tickets $75.00    

Tickets include: Reception, Dinner, Beer, and Entertainment 

Tickets Available at Kemp Center for the Arts 1300 Lamar St., 940-767-2787  

 

 

 

Enjoy a reception, prior to the dinner, to meet the artists who are 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ƻǿboy True and see the incredible artwork they 

have created. 

 



Dining the Cowboy Way 

Entrée, Sides, Dessert, and Drinks (Beer Included) 

 

Dinner Music 

Music will be provided during dinner. 

 

Will Rogers by Earl Bates 
 

On March 30, 2012 The Kemp at The Forum will be transported to another time 

and place with a special presentation by Earl Bates as that favorite Okie, Will 

Rogers, at the premier of the Cowboy True art celebration.  Earl has been 

performing on stage and screen across the country for over 40 years and now he 

is making his debut in Wichita Falls.   Earl, as the cowboy philosopher Will 

Rogers, will poke fun at the present as seen through the eyes of this beloved 

cowboy, comedian, humorist, social commentator, vaudeville performer, and film actor. 

Earl Bates will make the stage his own creation by playing a few songs on his guitar, using 

simple props, dazzling all with a few rope tricks, and he is including some tunes on his 

harmonica.  Earl likes to draw in the audience by getting everyone involved in the eveningôs 

activities.  He evokes an event that is entertaining, informative, thought provoking, and heart 

warming.  He will even include a little local humor about Wichita Falls. 

Mr. Bates is currently touring with the Nebraska Arts Council where he has perfected his stage 

performance of Will Rogers.  He is presently living in the Denton area in order to encourage his 

wife Liz Langdon who is doing research of the historical women artists of Wichita Falls at the 

University of North Texas. 

 

This is a smoke free environment. 

 Pay Pal Available @ http://www.kempcenter.org/specialevents.php  

 

http://www.kempcenter.org/specialevents.php


 

Cowboy True Saturday 

Open Range 

Cowboy Art Exhibit and Sale 

The Kemp at The Forum  

2120 Speedway 

Free art exhibit open to the public 

Saturday, March 31, 2012 - 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

 
The cowboys who conquered North Texas had vision; they could look at this open land, parched in the 
summer and icy in winter, with its purple and orange sunsets and see a place for their cattle to graze.  
They set up their home places, stretched their fencing, raised their windmills, and tended their herds.  
¢ƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣέ /ƻǿōƻȅ ¢ǊǳŜέ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ YŜƳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Forum, 2120 Speedway, on March 31, 2012.  Spurs, buckles, saddles, boots, and guns are all a part of 
the cowboy life, but each cowboy had his own saddle and boots made just to fit his style; thus true 
cowboy art was born out of his daily life.   
 
The Kemp at the Forum has been a part of the North Texas community since 1927.  Founded by the 
pioneering women of the area to provide service to the community they loved, the Forum has 
benefitted generations of North Texans.  This pioneering spirit of The Kemp at The Forum will intertwine 
with the cowboy heritage to present the unique evening of cowboy art, music and food.   
 
For 85 years The Forum has been a part of the culture and society of Wichita Falls and much of that 
culture has centered on cowboys who established the ranches of today.  Names like Bridwell, Edwards 
and Waggoner come to mind when we look back over the last 85 years of local history to honor the 
heritage of the cowboy and its importance in the life of North Texans.  

 

Come see the incredible art depicting the cowboy life. 
 




